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Dear Mr. Caton:

In accordance with Section 1.200 et seg. of the Commission’s
rules, Liberty Cable Company ("Liberty"), by its attorneys, hereby
submits the two attached newspaper articles dated February 3, 1995,
and February 9, 1995, as further evidence to rebut the claim that
the problem of accessing inside wiring in MDUs is exclusively a
"New York issue". The attached articles illustrate the national
scope of this matter by highlighting the home wiring difficulties
which an MVPD in Nevada is facing in its efforts to compete against
an entrenched cable monopolist. If the Commission fails to amend
its existing cable inside wiring rules in the MDU context, the
problems discussed in the articles and raised by Liberty in its
filings in this proceeding will continue to occur throughout the
country and nascent competition will be stillborn.

Sincerely,

MA7W

Counsel for Liberty Cable
Company, Inc.
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TCI QuadraVlswn ﬁght over eqmpment

B Apartments:
Dispute centers on
who owns cables
attached to
buildmgs

e ettt e e

GAZETTEIJOURNAL
Top enecutives for TC) Cablewi-

sion of Nevada and ivs smaller ri-
val, QuadraVision, agree the cable

inn 3 have a choice," said James Ross,
deT asysienm 1 compelvon, uadravs cral ianapet.

Bul they differ sharply on wha -

that means.

“We welcome iheir competition.
But (hey want to Lap into our cable
for hmhmg — and that's not a fair
way to go, " said LaFawn Vannest,
TCH gcneral managgr.

QuadraVision officials contend

the cable coanccting to residential
fcicvision sefs at apartments and
other multy-housing devclopraents
belongs 1o lhe owner of the proper-
ty.
ySo. (o remain compcetitive,
they've bees secking  approval
from owners and managers Lo gan
access to the propeny —- and
therefore 10 the cable. Although
QuadraVision transmils its signal
o roof anlennas, it also needs a ca-
ble.

“TC?t doesn’t want 10 coopesale
with s anymorc, so we've been
forced 1o (ake thus approach, We
firmly believe that people should

COMPARI NG

TV SERYICE

B TCs Cablovision: Serves
50000 ol the estmated 110,000
households in Reno/Sparks and
Carson Cily. Sesvice is delivered
thiough cables toindividual
houses.

B QuadraVigion: Serves
aboul 10,000 households in the
Heno-Carson City area. Service
s dedivered t a cahle
cormecledioa 12- 10 18-inch
aCIowave ANerna.

“We've bought, installcd and
maintatncd the cable and now they
thenk they can piggyhack onlo owr
investmend.”

She said TCY has agrecments
with ncarly all of ihc apartment
complexes in the region that allow
the company (0 install and main-
tain the coble.

And ownership is cleardy 1o ihe
hands of TCI, Vannest said, noting
that copies of agreements have

. becn sent w0 QuadraVision.

But Ross said he has ywot 1o see
conclusive prool of ownership.

Ross xand QuadcaVision — serv-
ing abow 10,000 Reno-Carson
Cily subscrioers — previvusiy was
able (0 work wath TCL.

Ross said the owners and man-
agers of apartment units are given
“hold harmtess™ agrcement in
casc of legal repercussions.
Then. technicians cut ofl a lock
on the cable box for acuess Lo the
tre — which QuadaVision offi-

cialy say doesa’l affes » she TCH sig
nal. A duphcne key i g new lock
don the box is sem (0 TCl the same
av.
“What hey're doing is incrode-
tous. Thev want somcthing for
nothing.” Vannest of TCl said.

aggresswvely advertise thai |hm§s
began tw hange,” Ross said. |
sawd » wmuiual agrecmient among
technivians of the two companics
eroded Latc last year 10 2 poinl
where TC1 wouldn't show up at ap-
pointed hines,
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BY KRISTIN STOREY

7 Tribune gtafl -

The cable television war is
heating up in the Truckee
Meadows

Qn‘adm‘ﬁmnn, a local cable
ion  provider, says
despite lawa protecting 8 com-
petitive marketplace, TCI
Cablevision of Nevada is pre-
venting cornpetition by amatl-
ex cabls operetors. }

QuadtaVision began pro-
viding & wireless cable system
in 1980. But the small compa-
ny cannot survive entirely
withoot cables and bhegan
seeking access o established
cables -in Jocal homes and
apartment complexes.

The small company had no
trouble gaining cable access at
bouses, according to General

- Man James Roes, but it's
a di#::::nt story at apart-

At houses, the cables are
owned by the homeowners,
TCl and QuadraVision repre-
sentatives agree. But cable
ownership at the apartments

A

is in gquestion. Ross says
apartment complexes owners
have control over the cables in
the bintding. LaFawn
Vaonest, general manager of
TCl, saye her company owns
the cables.

Vannest estimated her
company has en agreement
with 98 percent of the apari-
ment complexes in Sparks

wmstalf and maintain  the
cablas on the complex proper
ty while maintaining owner-
ship of the cable. She says
QuadraVision has been essen-
tially steating TCI property.

“We welcome competition,
we just won'l give our equip-
ment for them to do it
Vannest said.

TCI uses a cable transmis-
sion lo each subscriber while
QuadraVision transmits ils
television signal to an anten-
na oo the roof of the sub-
scriber and uses cables, hike
the ones used by its competi-
tors, to direct the signals ko
the televisions.

In QuadraVision’s early

days, the two companies
worked together. Often
installers from the two compa-
nies would agree to meet and
TCI employees would open
the boxes needed for access to
the cables. Ross said his com-
pany began to carnplain about
that practice when bis
employees had to wait for the
TCI installers to arrive.

ny started expanding i
advertising TCI stopped being
cooperative. Vannest said it
was employees, not TC{ man.
agement, whio were cooperst-
ing with the QuadraVision
emnployces. She says it waso't
until Ross complained that
TCl managers knew about
QuadraVision's access o their
eguipment. She stopped the
practice only becaume it was
wrong, she said.

With the disagreement
over who owns the cables,
Ross has been seeking
approval f(rom apartment
owners Lo access cable boxes
by cutting locks. The lock is
replaced with a copy of the

K QuadraVlslon TCI battle over apartment cable access

new key immediately sent to
TCI, Ross said.

“We bad to either forgo
business or gsin access for
ourselves,” Ross said.

Vannest maintains TCI
awns the cables and should
not have to subsidize the
other company. She says cable
ownership will have to settled
in the courts.

can be avoided.

“It would not be to our
advantage to go to court”
Ross said. “They have greater
resources and could tie it up
much longer than we could
afford.”

In the meantime, Ross is
reaching out to elected offy-
ciala and the public hoping
TCI will be forced 1o come to a
compromise. There is lJittle
chamce that his company,
which only serves aboul one-
tenth the amount of TCI's cus-
tomer hase of 60,000, will ever
be a major competitor, Ross
admits.

“1 just thiak people should
have a choice,” he said.
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